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The 6™ EU-US Symposia Series held in conjunction with this AAAS meeting focussed
on international cooperation, science and society with three main topics: 1) Science meets
society: walking the talk 2) When science goes global can everybody win? 3) Top-down
or bottom up? Comparing European and U.S. gender policies in science. The European
Commission was well represented both in the organisation and participation of these
symposia by DG Research.

Likewise was the case for the exhibitor sponsored workshop Funding opportunities in
Europe for researchers from anywhere in the world. Here two of the Specific
Programmes of FP7 were thoroughly explained, namely IDEAS and PEOPLE. This
workshop naturally drew the attention of the younger scientists, especially as both
programmes had invited fellows to tell of their experiences in seeking funding - a
European Research Council (ERC) Starting Grant fellow told of his application from the
US to work in Denmark and a Marie Curie International Outgoing Fellow (I0OF) told of
his current research in California before returning to Europe for his final fellowship year.
The marketing of funding opportunities was fully complemented by the frequently visited
and well-manned EU stand in the main Exhibition Hall of the Convention Centre.

Though many of the current research results presented could be of phenomenal future
importance for society, such as those presented for the development of advance high
energy density bio-fuels based on algal food stocks, or how nanno-materials could
revolutionize energy applications, what actually made the greatest lasting impression on
me, personally, at this AAAS meeting was the quality and quantity of the numerous
student (undergraduate and pre-doc) research posters in topics such as brain
behaviour, cellular and molecular biology, developmental biology, physiology and
immunology, environment and ecology, maths, technology and engineering, medicine
and public health, physical sciences and, not least of all, social sciences. With eager
enthusiasm and genuine engagement these students proudly presented and explained in
detail the research they had carried out for their posters. As | left the Convention | had the
uncanny feeling that | had just been privileged to meet the next generation, who, though
they have not yet published their research in the international press, are already actively
involved in bridging science and society. Future research progress lies in their hands —
they will not just follow the trends — they will set them!

Dorothy Guy-Ohlson, PhD
Scientific Advisor - Interface Europe
(former Scientific advisor at the European Commission)
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for Health and Social Economics at Finland's National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL).
More information

2010-02-12 - Scientists uncover missing piece in diabetes puzzle

More than 170 million diabetics worldwide may soon breathe a sigh of relief thanks to an international team of scientists that
has uncovered the culprit that triggers this debilitating disease. Presented in the journal Nature, the study's findings show that
the previously unstudied gene known as RFX6 is responsible for congenital diabetes.

More information

2010-02-15 - Can bread help prevent heart disease?

The aim of the HEALTHGRAIN (‘Exploiting bioactivity of European cereal grains for improved nutrition and health
benefits’) project is to understand consumer expectations and attitudes, and conduct advanced research on the
health-protective compounds of whole grains. The project's ultimate goal is to inspire healthy, tasty and convenient foods that
contain more of these protective components and have the ability to prevent (or even counteract) different types of disease.
More information

2010-02-15 - Breakthrough may lead to anti-stroke vaccine

EU-funded scientists have discovered that the presence of low levels of a type of antibody in the immune system increases
the chance of having a stroke, one of the leading causes of death worldwide. The finding, published in the journal Stroke,
signals hope for the development of a vaccine that can activate the body's natural defences against the condition.

More information

2010-02-16 - EU-funded researchers uncover origins of skin cancer

EU-funded researchers have identified the cells that are at the origin of the most common form of skin cancer. Writing in the
journal Nature Cell Biology, the researchers explain that basal cell carcinoma arises in the skin cells between hair follicles,
and not in the hair follicles themselves, as was previously assumed. The findings not only shed light on the origins of skin
cancer, but highlight the difficulties faced by researchers seeking to uncover the roots of other kinds of cancer.

More information

2010-02-18 - Good news for young type 2 diabetics

There may be hope for young adults suffering from type 2 diabetes, according to new research. Writing in the journal
Diabetes Care, the researchers from Ireland, Spain and Italy investigated how new mechanisms in muscle cells may elucidate
severe insulin resistance in the body, and showed a reduced response to aerobic exercise in young obese patients with type 2
diabetes. The study's results are part of the DIABESITY (‘Novel molecular drug targets for obesity and type 2 diabetes')
project, funded under the 'Life sciences, genomics and biotechnology for health' Thematic area of the EU's Sixth Framework
Programme (FP6) to the tune of EUR 11.6 million.

More information

2010-02-19 - EU researchers tackle age discrimination in clinical trials

Drug consumption is high among the elderly for obvious reasons. The question, however, is, why is this group excluded from
clinical drug trials? The EU-funded PREDICT ('Increasing the participation of the elderly in clinical trials") project is
determined to find the answer, and a charter that opposes discrimination against the elderly in clinical trials is underway.
Funding for the project totals more than EUR 750,000 under the Health Theme of the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7).

More information

2010-02-22 - Giving dementia sufferers the help they need

An EU-funded team of researchers has developed an innovative system that helps Europeans with mild dementia take care of
themselves. The COGKNOW ('Helping people with mild dementia navigate their way") project received almost EUR 2
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